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Three Problems

olved

Icy roads meet sandblasting
byproduct and a front-end loader

By Ken Hudson

small township in unin
corporated Will County,
1., has 25 miles of coun
iry roads that become

treacherous during win-

ter weather, The town
ship rypically spent a good portion of its bud-
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driving conditions,

Walker Process Equipment ( WPE) of
Aurora, I, which makes gear drives, rotatng
biological contactors, digester mixers, and
other water and wastewarer industry equip-
ment, had a costly sandblasting byproduct dis-
posal problem. WPE was paying more than
5700 per ]:ﬁ—_'l.-'.'ll'd Llum:.m'lu:r tor haul and phu—
its Black Beaury waste into the landhll. Black
Beauty is the name of a gritry black substance
that replaces silica sand.

An excavating operation needed a place 1o
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“Often, our job is to find a new
home for the waste other than

traditional disposal methods.”

—Bob Kulas, EWS affiliate consultant
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niently located across the street from WPE.

In 2001, each of these three parties needed
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they are located near each other, the chances
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each other were slim.

Cost-saving mediator

Environmental Waste Solutons (EWS), which
is headquartered in Baton Rouge, La., focuses
on reducing waste disposal and recycling costs.
The company started in 1994. It has trained
more than 300 attiliates, and Bob Kulas 1s

one of them. Kulas has been an affiliate con-
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sultanr for 10 vears and was instrumental in
hrina_r_in_E; WPE mg-.‘rhrr with the n'rwnf.hip and
the excavaror,

When Kulas was trying to negotiate a con-
tract with WPEs Randy Stevenson, he was aken
to a vacant lot behind the company’s manu
facruring facility where a mountain of the sand-
blasting waste was stored. [t was enough waste
to casily fill 21 dump trucks, about 420 tons.
Stevenson challenged him 1o find a solution.
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blasting media made from coal slag. He relied
on EWS for industry knowledge and expertise
tor the project. He tound thar the waste could
be mixed with road salt to increase road cover-
age without losing effectiveness.

Next, Kulas identified a nearby township
that needed help with salting its roads. Kulas
hmughl a ﬁw:-g:l]lutl bucket of the Black Beau-
ty residue to his meeting with the communiry’s

road commissioner, After a_nndm:t:ing a series of

tests on local roads, the commissioner conduded
that the residue and salt mixture performed as
well as the 100 percent salt product and vastly
increased the area of coverage.

[o ensure that this solution mer applicable
laws and regulations, EWS soughr approval
from the Hinois Environmental Prorecuion
Agency. EWS founder and CEO Darwyn
Williams said, “As to the use of Black Beaury
[residue] 1o stretch the use of salt on the roads,
I can quote you chapter and verse from EPA
Lu;u'r:.{uiinm proving, that we EOL It righ:,“

Kulas had negotated reasonable waste haul-
ing rates for WPE. When the nrucking compa-
ny had trucks available, it transported the waste
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ended in November 2005, he secured an arrange-
ment with the neighboring excavating opera-
ton. In exchange tor waste loading at no charge,
the excavator was permitted to dump excess snow
on WPES six-acre site, i:.:.q\'ing the company o
only manage a hauling fee.

A worthwhile decision
Chver the past seven years, about 1,500 tons of
the Black Beaury Fm.u[-pnh!uc'[iml k.;uu“:ﬁl.b;ring

material has been removed. wath a 74 percent

- - P .

STORPHOT

-

Bob Kulas, Environmental Waste Solutions affiliate consultant, uncovered a new use for Black Beauty
sandblasting residue. Mixed with salt, the material melts road ice effectively. Using this waste as a resource

saved a client considerable disposal costs.

savings on disposal costs. The recycling effort
also gave the community safer roads in winzer,
According to Kulas, ENVS shares in all net sav-
ings achieved for its clients. If the company is
unsuccesstul in reducing a client’s waste disposal
expense, there is no charge.

Many value-added benchits occurred dunng
the course of the contract with EWS, For exam-
ple, WPE needed o dispose of paint once ware-
housed for dients. Kulas mapped into the firms
resources and expertise and located a company
that had various uses for such paint.

“Often, our job is to hind a new home far

the waste other than traditional disposal meth-
ods,” observed Kulas. “Usually this dramatical-
ly decreases client expense. Occasionally we real-
ly hit a home run by finding a receiving
company that wants the material so bad, theyll

even pay forit.” @
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